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to make assurance doubly sure by recruiting new
allies. But in so doing it showed singularly little
regard for the feelings of their old friends, and
attempted several impossibilities. Thus negotia-
tions were started for an alliance with Russia,
without regard to the feelings of Poland, which
promptly reached an understanding with Ger-
many, the exact scope of which will probably not
be revealed until the next war breaks out.
Similar and more immediately important nego-
tiations were initiated with Italy. Now Italy had
until then been supposed to be naturally antago-
nistic to France and sympathetic with Germany,
because it had been assumed that North Africa,
and especially Tunis, was the sine qua non of
Italian expansion: wherefore it would sooner or
later be necessary for Italy to obtain the help
of Germany to cope with France. Apparently the
French Foreign Office expected this rapproche-
ment to result at once from the victory of the
Nazis. It expected the dictator Mnssolini to fall
into the arms of the dictator Hitler.
But the French had greatly underrated the
resourcefulness and subtlety of Mussolini's diplo-
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